morning to night by people who can't get away and can't
pay their hotel bills. They have no claim upon us and
have no one who will^stand sponsor for them. Naturally,
we have to refuse every one. In the case of you two
things are entirely different."
Once more he looked cautiously around. Then he
leaned a little further over the counter.
" It would be as much as my life is worth,'5 he con-
tinued with a smile, " to hand you a bundle of notes across
the counter, but I want you to understand that if you are
unfortunate about getting away and your money doesn't
last out, you need not worry. You will be able to get
what you want by applying to me in private and keeping
the transaction entirely to yourselves."
We thanked him heartily and took our leave. Money
to enable us to remain in Lisbon was not exactly what we
were looking for, but at any rate it removed one
responsibility.
" Do you think we ought to have asked him anything
about a hotel ? " my wife asked dubiously.
" I would not dream of it," I declared. " If we have
to stay here for a fortnight or a month nothing will induce
me to move from where we are."
" I think you are right, Phillips," Elsie agreed. " That
dear old lady ! I really believe I shall kiss her when we
leave."
A great deal for my wife to say, considering that I
have never in my life seen her kiss anyone except a very
close relative.
We lunched at an exceedingly chic little restaurant in
a fashionable street, attracted by the rose-silk blinds in the
window, the menu written in French on a small ivory
tablet hanging upon the door, and a stout, pleasant-looking
man with a fierce black moustache who was standing
in the doorway and who wished us bon jour as we
hesitated.
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